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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 

December 13, 2001. The time is 4:47 p.m. 

Q. This is Battalion Chief Robert Burns, New 
York City Fire Department, Safety Battalion, conducting 
an interview with -- 

A. David Vitiello, Firefighter David Vitiello. 

Q. From Ladder 122, in regard to the events of 
September 11, 2001. If you would, Dave, in your own 
words, just tell us what happened on that day. 

A. Okay. We saw the first plane hit. We didn't 
see the first plane hit. We saw the fire on the news 
in the morning. We didn't know if it was a plane at 
that time. Within five, ten minutes, we got the deal 
on where we are getting sent over. We still didn't 
know if it was terrorists or whatever. Ladder 122 
responded, I think, on the second alarm. 

We went to the staging area, which was on the 
Brooklyn side of the Battery Tunnel. There I remember 
seeing 132 behind us, Ladder 132 behind us. There was 
lots of units there. Within the commotion I think 
Ladder 132 was able to get in front of us. We were 
trying to move cars and what not. 

Got through the bridge -- actually we saw the 


second plane hit from across the river. Then they sent 
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every Brooklyn unit that was at the staging area to the 
World Trade. Got over to the other side of the tunnel, 
I wasn't really looking at units. I wasn't looking at 
companies. I was looking at what was going on around 
me. We pulled up past, I think, 132. We parked past 
the second -- first tower, the north tower, and then we 
started heading back towards the command post, which 
was directly across from tower one in the World 
Financial Center, the big black building. 

We got there. I remember seeing Chief Ganci 
there. Who else was there. He was the only one I 
recognized. I can't remember any companies that were 
around me. Then Captain Metcalf who worked here, who 
survived, he worked here a few times, he gave us the 
orders to go into tower two, the south tower, and we 
went through on the pedestrian walk on Liberty Street 
and went into the corner door on Liberty and West, 
which was -- actually we were going into the Marriott, 
which I thought we were going into the tower, but I 
didn't know that building that well, but actually we 
were in the Marriott lobby. 

Then I saw Engine 58, was right next to us, 
the Engine, I remember that. I heard from other guys 


that were there with me that Ladder 101 was in there. 
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That they saw guys with patches from 101 and 132, as 
well, Ladder 105. I didn't notice any patches from any 
of those guys, but I know for sure 58 Engine was right 
next to us. 

Then the building came down, there was a lot 
of commotion. I got out. Found me and another guy 
from -- Jerry Casey from Ladder 122, we came across a 
fireman underneath an ambulance, crushed. I don't know 
what company he was from, but he was right by the 
pedestrian walk on Liberty. Maybe, I don't know at 
that point where I saw a walk, pedestrian walk was 
there. Then I lost Jerry, who is in my company, I got 
blinded by some of the soot. He walked off and 
everybody was shell shocked and I lost track of him and 
then I was by myself. Couldn't tell which way was 
what. Trying to find the rig. I ended up -- I know 
for sure I went south on West Street, which was good, 
because within a few minutes, the second tower came 
down. 

Actually I ran into Engine 228, which had 
just come over through the tunnel. I spoke to the 
officer. I think everybody survived. I found out 
everybody survived from that Engine, I think, from what 


I heard from people. He told me -- I asked him if he 
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had seen my company, he said no. He said sit in the 
rig. I had a radio. I had the irons and he said sit 
in the rig. If they call for them -- if the command 
center calls for them, to call him and let him know 
where they wanted him to go. He said just sit in the 
rig and try to get your whereabouts. I said okay. 

I sat in the rig and within -- they walked 
maybe like 20, 30 steps and the second tower started 
coming down. I jumped out of their rig and started 
running down West Street towards the tunnel. Some cop 
waved me into a city bus, I jumped inside there. There 
was like 5 or 6 firemen there. We all huddled on the 
ground when all the debris and smoke and everything hit 
the bus. Stood in there for like 20 minutes. 

Then when the smoke cleared, we walked all 
the way down to the water. It was like a MERV command 
RV, Fire Department RV thing. Nobody was really in 
there. I signed my name there. They were taking names 
to make sure who was survived. I can't remember 
anybody's helmets that were in there. There was only 
like 3 guys in the whole thing. One guy working in and 
two or three other firemen besides me. 

Then I came back to the site to find my 


guys. I walked around the water side, because you 
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couldn't go down West Street any more because it was 
blocked from all the debris. I walked around the water 
side and I can't remember any helmets or any companies 
or anything. 

Finally I heard my chauffeur talk to my 
officer asking him something and I just cut in on him 
and went over the air, Irons to 122. They said, "Oh 
Dave, you're alive," or whatever. I asked them their 
location. They told me where they were. Then 
something came over the radio. There was some gasoline 
underneath the ground and everybody should evacuate the 
area. I was stuck down by the waterfront. I had no 
place to go. I saw everybody running north on West 
Street and I was by the boats. There were boats 
leaving to go to Jersey. 

But they kept calling for me to meet them by 
Chambers and West, so I tried to get over there. 
Finally got over there and they weren't there. They 
had gone north and I went north on West Street and I 
saw my chauffeur, saw his bright red hair. I went up 
and that's all I remember. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: All right. Great 

Dave. The time is 4:56 p.m. That concludes our 


interview. 


